
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Trenton and Princeton. 263 



ENGAGEMENTS AT TEENTON AND PEINCETON, JAN- 
UAEY 2 AND 3, 1777. 

[The following document is printed from a contemporaneous writing 
in the collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and is en- 
dorsed : " Kelation of the Engagement at Trenton and Princetown on 
Thursday and Friday the 2 nd & 3 rd of Jan 1 * 1777 by Mr. Hood 3 rt BattV] 

About 12 oClock on "Wednesday morning Orders came to 
them to march from Crosswicks to Trenton — they arrived 
at Trenton on "Wednesday morning ab* 9 oClock 1 — in one 
hour after, the Alarm Gun fired and all thee Battalion got 
under arms immediately — they were ordered to march over 
the Bridge & form a Line with the whole Brigade Corn- 
man* by Gen 1 Cadwalader — in about 1 h r after they pre- 
ceived the Enemy advancing and firing their artillery, on 
which they were ordered to take possession of a wood up 
the Creek to prevent the Enemy from out flanking — at this 
time the Enemy & two of our Brigades were engaged be- 
yond Trenton on the Princetown Road. Our People re- 
treated into Trenton. — They on this returned back to the 
Bridge & form'd in a line — with 3000 men & 2 field p' in 
the Main Street — and 2 field p 8 secreted behind Mr. "Wain's 
house opposite the Mill — & some Rifle men in the Mill, & 
artillery all along the Creek — after they were so station'd 
the Enemy advanced towards the Bridge. "While they were 
advancing a Cannonade on both sides commenced, & the 
Enemy threw a number of Shells which did no execution 
and one Cannon Ball, passed through the 3 d Batallion & 
killed 2 men. — the Enemy advanced ab* half way over the 
Bridge, when they were repulsed it is supposed with con- 
siderable loss, as a heavy fire was kept up both in front and 

1 This should read Thursday morning, January 2. — See Calendar for 
year 1777 ; and for further information, Journal of Sergeant William 
Young, Pa. Mag., Vol. VIII. pp. 262-3. 
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flank with the artillery and musquetry, for ab* 12 minutes, 
the firing ceased in the dusk of the evening — they were then 
ordered to form a square round the Woods and to make up 
their fires &" to lay on their Arms, — ab* 12 oClock at Night 
they were ordered under Arms — they were then ordered to 
lay down their arms & return to their fires. — a little after 
One ordered to Arms again, they united the several Bri- 
gades together & the Artillery advanced before them & the 
army followed, this was all done with greatest Silence — 
they continued their March round the head of the Mill 
Creek dam, & pass'd a Bridge and so continued their rout 
to the Princetown Road, & then Cross'd it & pass'd into a 
bye road & proceeded about 1 mile to the northward of 
Princetown — and continued this rout till day light when 
they saw Princetown — and came through the "Woods & field 
on the Back of the town and perceived the Enemy ab* 700 
on the rise of a Hill ab* f of a Mile from the town, — a firing 
began by the Virginia Brigade, and then it was supported 
by Gen 1 Cadwaladers brigade which was at first put in a 
little confusion, but rallied under the Hill immediately. — 
in the meantime a New England Brigade advanced and the 
Riffle Men flanked the Enemy, and they broke & run imme- 
diately upon w oh our people pursued them, advanced to the 
Town, they fired one Shot into the College, when a man 
waved his Hat, another Shot was fired & a flag was sent out 
& they surrendered, to the number of 86 — afterwards a num- 
ber more was brought into the ammo* of 200 — in this action 
ab' 100 of the Enemy was killed & ab' 14 of ours. ("We drove 
off 100 head of Cattle with the Army.) Gen 1 Mercer ad- 
vanced at the Head of his Brigade between a Barn & a 
house near where the Engagement began — his horse was 
shot under him & fell, when the Gen 1 was recovering from 
the fall the Enemy thrust a Bayonet in his head, it is said 
he died of his wounds, and Captain Shippen shot through 
the head — this party of the Enemy were entirely scattered 
& numbers of them were taken in small parties. — at Prince- 
town 5 Field p" taken one of w ch spiked up, several Baggage 
"Waggons, and some ammunition & Stores — they then halted 
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at Princetown ab* 1 tour when they heard a platoon fireing 
on the Princetown Road, they were order[d] under arms & 
to form, — Gen 1 Miflin came to them & told them the Enemy 
was a coming, to prepare for a Brush — they then march'd 
to Kingston took to the left went up Mill Stone Creek ah* 3 
Mile, the head of the Army halted there for the Rear — that 
the informant went to a farmers to get some refreshments, 
fell asleep and waked in the morning, the Army was gone 
— he heard they were at Sommerset Court house on Satur- 
day morning and that he intended to proceed to join Gen 1 
Heath; that 



AN ENGLISHMAN'S OPINION OF THE BOSTONIANS 

IN 1774. 

[The following letter, addressed to Dr. Thomas Parke, of Philadel- 
phia, is in the autograph collection of Mr. Charles Koberts.] 

London 18 April 1774 
Dear IV. 

Your favour of 5 January did not come to hand in time 
for the cloth to be sent either by Falconer or all. It is now 
sent by Capt. Williams packed in brown paper & inclosed in 
a trunk marked B Z N°. 5 addressed by Mr. John Strettell 
to his Correspondent Tho. Assheton of your City who will 
deliver it to your order. — 

I thank you for the account you gave me of the tea affair, 
a particular detail of which my Fr d . Lewis had before obliged 
me with. It is a subject of great national importance & 
accordingly affords a fund of conversation here. The Bos- 
tonians have acted I think with imprudence and have fur- 
nished the ministry with a plea for adopting measures 
which will be deemed, & ought to be deemed despotic. 
For tho' that term is mostly restricted to our absolute mon- 
archy, yet it applies as well to a body of men as to one man, 
supposing that governing body to be attached to the gov- 



